
   

A Parent’s Guide to the  
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 

 What is the Phonics Screening Check? 
 
The Government have introduced a phonics 
screening check that is compulsory for all 
primary schools with Year 1 children. It will take 
place during June. 
 

The check will form part of the assessment, 
made by your child’s teacher, of how your child 
is progressing with the important skills of 
reading and writing. 
 

Your child will sit with a teacher he/she knows 
well and be asked to read 40 words aloud. 
 

Some of these words will be familiar to your 
child and some will be ‘nonsense words’. 
 

All the words will be words that can be read by 
‘sounding out’. 
 

The ‘nonsense words’ are included as these 
will not be familiar to any of the children and 
therefore no one has an unfair advantage. At 
The Bythams Primary School we call these alien 
words and when we learn letter sounds, we 
have lots of fun using these to name 
interesting-looking aliens! 
 

Before the end of this term, you will be 
informed by the school about how your child 
has performed in the screening check and how 
he/she is progressing with phonics. 

  
What do we mean by PHONICS? 
 

Phonics is one of a range of tools that children 
use to learn to read and write.  
 
In order to read and write, children need to: 
 

• learn their letter sounds 
• learn to form their letters 
• learn to blend sounds together for reading 
• learn to identify the sounds in words for 

writing 
• learn to read and spell the tricky high 

frequency words 
 

 
 

As well as learning the sounds made by 
individual letters, your child learns how letters 
combine to make new sounds such as sh and 
oi. 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=magnetic+letters&start=253&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4SMSN_enGB444GB444&biw=1366&bih=641&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=7YnbJWr-it7XjM:&imgrefurl=http://teacherdad.com/?cat=5&docid=XIEAz95fQ_jA6M&imgurl=http://macfarlane.ws/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/ist2_892518_abc_fridge_magnet_letters.jpg&w=380&h=193&ei=-w69T5WoDorG0QWzxNBD&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=434&vpy=366&dur=1250&hovh=154&hovw=304&tx=153&ty=74&sig=103525557327133725558&page=11&tbnh=95&tbnw=188&ndsp=27&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:253,i:180
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 vap 
 

climpue  
 

chilter 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A Parent’s Guide  
to the  

Year 1 Phonics 
Screening Check  

  
  

 
 

 

 
If you would like to find out more about phonics 
or the phonics screening check, ask your 
child’s teacher or visit 
www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/pedagogy/phonics   
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